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THE DECORATOR’S BEST SOURCE FOR STYLE... QUALITY ... SELECTION... 


Day by day, more and more decorators realize the 
furniture treasures Big Rapids holds in store for 
them. That exclusive something . . . the sought- 
for original motif . . . made possible through Big 
Rapids furniture creations of their own make.. . 
becomes invaluable to the decorator in filling the 
requirements of his discriminating clientele. 


BIG RAPIDS FURNITURE CO., Inc 
33 EAST 33RD ST. 


Between Park and Madison Avenues, New York, N. Y. Telephone: LExington 2-3355 
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FACT AND 
COMMENT 


CORRELATED HE principle of relativity is at 
STYLING T last exerting a decided in- 

fluence in the marts of the 

decorative profession. Furniture, 
fabrics, wall paper, floor coverings and other decora- 
tive products are displaying a closer correlation in style, 
design, and color than ever before. The manufactur- 
ers of these various products have discovered the great 
advantage of complementing one another’s style se- 
lections. 

Although this correlation of style is not entirely 
new, it received a decided impetus during depression 
years. In the days of plenty decorators were more or 
less accustomed to depending on special orders for 
procuring just the correct materials. Manufacturers 
and importers, knowing this, stocked accordingly. Sud- 
denly budgets shrank and the decorators were forced to 
adapt the materials that were in stock. The supply 
houses, whose special order departments almost van- 
ished, became more concerned with styling up their reg- 
ular line. In addition, they sought new methods of at- 
tracting decorators’ attention by displaying their prod- 
ucts with allied merchandise. 

This has led to a closer correlation of styling which is 
more noticeable this Spring than ever before. Furni- 
ture manufacturers are requesting certain types of fab- 
rics suitable for their new lines. The fabric houses, in 
turn, are meeting this demand by designing attractive 
materials to harmonize with the current furniture styles. 


(Continued on page 67) 





FRONTISPIECE 


FRENCH LIBRARY IN GOLD AND WHITE 
TO OFFSET DELICATELY COLORED 
FURNITURE. THE UNUSUAL TREAT- 
MENT OF RECESSED ARCHES AROUND 
THE FIREPLACE FORMS THE FOCAL 
POINT OF INTEREST, MISS GHEEN, INC. 


LEFT 
A LONG NARROW FOYER FITTED AS A 
POWDER RCOM WITH WALLS IN SILVER 
WITH GOLD AND LIGHTER SILVER 
DECORATION AND DEEP BLUE CARPET, 
MISS GHEEN, INC. 


SOLVING SOME DECORATIVE PROBLEMS 


By Elisabeth Aschehoug 


eae the most stimulating and 
gratifying aspect of the art of 
interior decoration is not only to as- 
semble perfect interiors from an ar- 
tistic point of view, but to accomplish 
this end despite manifold technical 


difficulties. Such obstacles may pre- 
sent themselves in almost unlimited 
variety. Whether they are of basic 
importance, such as problems of an 
architectural nature, or questions of 
utilizing some of the client’s own 
furniture, each case calls for inven- 
tiveness and vision which adds a cer- 
tain zest to the task. 

A series of charming interiors re- 


cently completed by Mre. Ethel Gor- 


ing Robertson of Miss Gheen Inc., 
offer most interesting examples of so- 
lutions of just a few such problems 
which daily confront the decorator. 

What may be termed “an im- 
possible room,” square, with plain 
walls and a ceiling far too high for 
the floor area, has been developed 
into a delightful French library illus- 
trated as the frontispiece. This room 
acts as a background for some good 
pieces of French furniture which the 
client wanted to keep. To give an in- 
timate feeling to the room, the ceil- 
ing was lowered considerably and a 
charming architectural treatment of 
the walls completely eliminates the 
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former box-like appearance. A color 
scheme of white and gold further 
adds to the luxurious atmosphere. Of 
particular interest is the unusual 
treatment of recessed arches around 
the fine old fireplace. This lends 
depth to the room, and instead of the 
gilt molding one might expect around 
the mirror a fresh, almost modern 
note is introduced by using a heavy 
amber colored glass molding. This 
is carved on the back and refracts the 
light in a sparkling enlivening man- 
ner. Emphasizing the formality of 
the room, the opposite wall is treated 
in a similar way, but here the corre- 
sponding niche serves as a dignified 
frame for an antique painting under 
which there is placed a comfortable 
sofa. Taffeta draperies at the win- 
dows “pick up” the soft henna tone 
in the delicately patterned beige ori- 
ental rug with its pale pea green 
touches. Antique inlaid rosewood 


furniture provides the deeper accents 


A RARE, 
GREEN AND CRIMSON COLORINGS. 


and an Aubusson chair and a graceful 
Louis XV brocade sofa complete the 
interior. 

A rare, XVIII Century Portuguese 
bed forms an interesting nucleus for 
the bedroom on this page. But since 
people of today are not content with 
merely reclining in bed, as of yore, 
new rails have been made and the bed 
is refinished in antique green with 
“wiped off” gold touches on the carv- 
ings. The walls are in a cool ice blue 
tone, and a rich background is pro- 
vided by the unusual carpet in a pep- 
per and salt effect of deep blue and 
crimson. The preponderance of color 
is crimson which blends beautifully 
with the garnet marble in the old 
Adam mantel and with the crimson 
taffeta draperies. So that these should 
not become too heavy-looking they 
are topped off by a very decorative 
shaped linen valance of an old French 
pattern, matching the cover on the 
easy chair. The embroidered bed- 


1STH CENTURY PORTUGUESE BED IS THE NUCLEUS FOR THIS BEDROOM IN 
A PAIR OF FINE OLD REGENCY FIXTURES, UNUSUAL 


WHAT-NOTS AND A DELICATE EMPIRE CABINET CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHARM OF THE 
ROOM. BY MISS GHEEN INC. 
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spread is of a deeper green than the 
bed and creates an enlivening con- 
trast to the unusual slipper chair in 
black striped, crimson silk. A pair 
of fine regency fixtures flank the col- 
orful painting over the fireplace. The 
smaller pieces of furniture vary in 
woods and styles and range from a 
dainty Empire cabinet to a delicate 
tulip wood table. But they are all 
selected with a true sense for the ar- 
tistic, and the room has a definite 
feeling of unity and dignity. 

The decorating scheme on this 
page is similarly built around an an- 
tique bed. But in this case the one 
bed of French cherry has been made 
into a pair of twin beds for a guest 
room. In accordance with many Em- 
pire designs the head and foot board 
were of the same height. To these 


pieces are added new, lower foot- 
boards and another pair of rails, well 
reproduced so the color and design 
matches perfectly. 


The wall paper 


ANTIQUE FRENCH CHERRY BED IS MADE 


with a ewag and tassel design is quite 
Empire in feeling and of a light rust 
shade which matches the taffeta 
spreads with a graceful embroidered 
swag pattern. Chintz draperies with 
salmon pink ground blend with the 
walls and bright green leaves in the 
floral chintz introduce a_ pleasing 
note of gaiety. Two colorful prints 
of the period, in gilt frames, adorn 
the wall over the beds, and an un- 
usual, antique lacquer shelf in black 
and gold brings in an interesting dark 
accent. 

With the advent of modern apart- 
ment living a new problem faces the 
decorator. The long narrow foyer 
that acts as a hall for many of these 
apartments is very difficult to make 
either useful or decorative. The ma- 
jority are not much wider than the 
entrance door and do not permit the 
use of ordinary size furniture. Again, 
the perspective is so elongated as to 

(Continued on page 69) 


INTO TWIN BEDS FOR A GUEST ROOM IN 


PALE RUST AND PEACH TONES ACCENTED BY GREEN FOLIAGE IN THE DRAPERIES. 
MISS GHEEN INC. 





SPRING FASHIONS IN FABRICS 


As revealed by interviews with some of 


the important personages in the industry. 


ABRICS, ever changeable and 

capricious in nature, reveal style 
trends more quickly than any other 
important decorative item. Conse- 
quently, we invaded the sanctum 
sanctorum of linen prints, cretonnes, 
damasks and brocades for the latest 
secrets of Spring fashion. In chat- 
ting with some of the dictators of 
fabric design, they gave us a very 
definite picture of prevailing trends 
which is not only interesting but also 
encouraging. 

“A return to elegance” was the ex- 
pression used by Mr. Milne of John- 
son & Faulkner in describing the pre- 
vailing mode. He tells us that qual- 
ity fabrics have captured the center 
of the stage, while stylized conven- 
tional patterns are down near the 
footlights. Orange and colors of the 
orange family are in the spotlight. 
Designs with Oriental feeling, in re- 
straint, are playing a lesser, though 
important role. 

Friendly designs radiating a classic 
simplicity are the setting for the day, 
Mr. Hayston of Morton Sundour con- 
tends. A feeling for verticality, not 
only in the stripe, but also in the more 
subtle patterns, is definitely in favor. 

The popularity of prints is so ap- 
parent, Miss Andujar of L. C. Chase 
told us, that this company has set 
their stage with a wider selection 
than ever before. The larger “cab- 
bagy” florals are going over best, but 
the smaller patterns closely spaced 
and fine in detail, also are attracting 
attention. “Fresh rose, pale pink, 
soft blue, and wine,” she remarked, 
“are among the first choice in the 
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caste of colors.” 

Conservative taste is gaining in fa- 
vor, pointed out Mr. Lee, of Arthur 
H. Lee, the novelty of modernism is 
played out and the scene is changing. 
The acceptance of more expensive 
materials, he maintains, has intro- 
duced a certain richness of quality 
and design that has long been absent. 

Modernization of conventional de- 
signs is very noticeable, according to 
Mr. Chastel of J. H. Thorp & Co. In 
his opinion the decorative audience 
favors the grayer colors—gray-blue, 
gray-green, beige, French gray, etc. 
Though texture fabrics do not receive 
the acclaim that they formerly did, 
they are still very popular. 

Natural floral designs, with clear 
cut outline, are in vogue, says Mr. 
Scalamandre of Seeley, Scalamandre. 
The popular design today is livable, 
semi-classic in feeling, rather than 
styled to any one particular period. 

Old designs and new colors with 
the emphasis on larger patterns are 
in the limelight, states Mr. Hardy of 
F. Schumacher & Co. The color 
range holds to the pastel shades— 
pink and blue being very active. He 
reiterated the opinion that stripes 
are indeed popular, and that hand- 
blocked linens are in great demand. 

Fresher, stronger, clearer colors are 
having a strong comeback is the opin- 
ion of Mr. Boynton of Stroheim & 
Romann. Bunches of natural flow- 
ers, set alone or in frames, having the 
appearance of a Spring garden are 
receiving special favor. He also finds 
that texture interest fabrics are still 
playing an important part. 
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DESIGNS and 
TEXTURES for 
SPRING 





A GERANIUM AND CHECK DESIGN ON COTTON THAT HAS THE APPEARANCE OF LINEN, OBTAINABLE 
IN S COLOR COMBINATIONS FROM HOWARD & SCHAFFER, INC. 


B ‘‘ATLANTIC’’, A MOHAIR FABRIC COMING IN FIVE SHADES, 50 INCHES WIDE, FROM S. STAPLER. 


Center GRECIAN SATIN DAMASK WITH HORIZONTAL STRIPE GREEK KEY PATTERN IN SIX COLOR 
COMBINATIONS ON EGGSHELL GROUND, MORTON SUNDOUR CO. INC. 


( GLAZED CHINTZ, 36 INCHES WIDE, IN YELLOW, GRAYS AND GREEN ON PEACH GROUND, PETER 
SCHNEIDER'S SONS & CO. 


D ‘‘NANTUCKET'’ A 32 INCH MOHAIR WITH PATTERN IN BROWN, RUST, GREEN, BLUE OR ROSE ON A 
NATURAL GROUND, L. C. CHASE & CO. 
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E CHINOISE GLAZED CHINTZ IN BROWNS, LAVENDER, GOLD AND GREEN ON WHITE GROUND, 36 
INCHES WIDE, PATTERSON FABRICS, INC. 


F HAND-LOOMED FABRIC OBTAINABLE IN ANY COLOR COMBINATION DESIRED FROM HILDRETH & 
DUNLOP. 


Center ‘‘EDINBURGH’’, A NOVELTY ALL COTTON FABRIC, 50 INCHES WIDE, IN TAN, CHOCOLATE, 
OR AQUAMARINE, G. M. TATE & CO., INC. 


‘“CONTINENTAL’’ LINEN, 50 INCHES WIDE, PROCURABLE IN SEVERAL COLOR COMBINATIONS ON 
NATURAL GROUND FROM HERTER-DALTON, INC. 


H ‘suBBLe PRINT’’, A WATERPROOF AND MILDEW RESISTANT FABRIC IN BLUE-GREEN, 50 INCHES 
WIDE, DESIGNED BY CHAS. P. MOLLA AND PROCURABLE FROM HOWARD & SCHAFFER, INC. 





THE OPEN VISTA OF THE MODERN TERRACE 
ABOVE BY DONALD DESKEY AND THE COSY 
OUTDOOR GROUP AT THE RIGHT BY ARDEN 
STUDIOS REVEALS THE APPROPRIATE SELEC- 
TION OF FURNISHINGS IN KEEPING WITH THE 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE. 


OUT OF DOOR 
AND SUNROOM 
FURNISHINGS 


By Eugene Clute 


ry\HE modern desire for a sense of 
y pmeeranain and space, that is so evi- 
dent in current interior decoration, 
finds its fullest expression in outdoor 
living during the spring and summer 
on terraces, in open loggias, garden 
shelters or in rooms that can be al- 
most completely opened to the sun 
and air as soon as the weather per- 
mits. Sun rooms, particularly, lend 
themselves to attractive furnishing, 
for the furniture and the fabrics on 
the chairs, not being exposed, need 
not be limited to types that are nec- 
essarily weatherproof. 

Though a sun room, or solarium, 


can be furnished almost in the same 
way as a living room, it is desirable, 
usually, to give it an outdoor charac- 
ter by using garden furniture largely 
and a floor of tile, or a hard surface 
floor covering as a background for 
summer rugs. The more like the 
out-of-doors the sun room can be 
made to seem, the better. 

The trend towards outdoor life, 
which has been growing apace of late, 
is Opening new opportunities for in- 
terior decorators. Their expert guide 
ance is needed quite as much in the. 
choice or designing of furnishings for. 
outdoor living as in the treatment of 
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interiors. The difference between an 
ensemble made with a due regard for, 
and understanding of, the decorative 
requirements, and with an apprecia- 
tion of the refinements of living, on 
the one hand, and the result of the 
usual hit-or-miss selection, on the 
other hand, is evident to anyone who 
stops to think about it. More people 
are thinking about it, fortunately, 
and wanting their sun rooms, terraces 
and other more or less outdoor spaces 
furnished with distinction by compe- 
tent interior decorators. 

Then, too, there is the almost un- 
recognized possibility of extending 
outdoor living beyond the terrace, 
out into the garden and the grounds 
themselves, in a garden shelter, a bel- 
vedere or a “gazebo,” as the more 
elaborate type of garden pavilion 
commanding a fine view was called 
in the days of the Regency in Eng- 
land. 


ITALIAN RENAIS- 

SANCE HARD STONE 

WALL FOUNTAIN BY 

A. OLIVOTTI & CO., 
INC. 


Such a shelter or pavilion may 
overlook the garden or a wide view 
over the surrounding country-side. A 
belvedere may nestle in a sheltered 
nook or dell. Always, it should be 


suitably furnished in keeping with 
ihe style of the architecture and with 
the elegancies of living, as was the 
practice in the XVIII Century and 
Karly XIX Century. 


The strong revival of interest in 


COMBINATION SOLARIUM AND HOT HOUSE WITH NATURAL RATTAN FURNITURE BY THE 


GRAND CENTRAL WICKER SHCP, 


INC. 








AN UNUSUAL RATTAN GROUPING BY THE U. S. 
FURNITURE SHOPS, INC. 


XVIII Century styles in interior dec- 
oration is significant of a profound 
change in the attitude of mind of the 
public. People seem to have been 
cured of the madness of the “jazz 
age,” that began with the World War 
and was typified by the almost for- 
gotten knee-length skirts and the 
‘““Modernistic” decorative atrocities, 
culminating in the weird modernism 


CLEVER TREATMENT FOR URBAN HOME BY DIANE TATE AND MARIAN HALL. 
COURTESY DRIX DURYEA INC. 


GRAPH, 
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of “movie” stage sets trane- 
ferred into actual interiors 
for the nouveau riche of 
the era of hectic specula- 
tion. 

The historic “crash” 
with its dismal aftermath, 
now happily ended, seems 
to have brought sanity and 
a renewed regard for the 
eternal verities. This has 
been accompanied by a 
fresh appreciation of the 
beauties of nature, of the 

sunshine and fresh air, and a desire 
to live as much as possible in the 
open. 

It is clear that in interpreting this 
mood in terms of outdoor furnish- 
ings, comfort, suitability of style and 
elegance are requirements of prime 
importance. It is necessary only to 


recall the examples of such furnish- 
ing that one has seen, either actually 
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SETTEE OF WROUGHT 
IRON BY MOLLA, INC. 


MODERN ROCKING CHAIR 
BY THE HOWELL co. 


CHROMIUM CHAISE 
LONGUE BY LLOYD MFG. 
co. 


BENCH OF STONE WITH 
INLAID LEAD DECORA- 
TION BY ERKINS STUDIO, 
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or in the photographic illustrations in 
in the popular magazines, to realize 
that very rarely indeed are these re- 
quirements adequately met. 

Too often there is not sufficient va- 
riety in the furniture to meet either 
the various practical needs or the 
decorative requirements of harmony 
and contrast. Usually there is far too 
little furniture. People do not merely 
sit about and gaze or talk on a ter- 
race. They read, smoke, play bridge, 
eat, drink and lounge. There needs 
to be furniture pieces for all of these 
purposes. And the furniture natur- 
ally forms groups, as in a living room; 
chairs about a table, a bench or settee 
conveniently placed, a double or sin- 
gle chaise longue that can be rolled 
about easily. Then, there are the 
small tables and the rolling bar. Fin- 
ally there are the accessories: the 
plant stands, the terra cotta figures or 
bronzes or lead figures, wall vases of 
metal, the sun dial and large decora- 
tive pottery jars. A few such pieces 


help wonderfully to make the scheme 


OUT OF DOOR TEA WAGON, F. DEBSKI. 


**DIANA"™ 


complete and livable. Most sun rooms 
and terraces are only incompletely, 
even poorly, furnished. 

The smartly-streamlined, simple, 
modern outdoor furniture of rattan 
is so widely adaptable as to be cor- 
rect with any type of architecture 
and in any location, whether in the 
mountains, on the plains, at the shore 
or on a pent house terrace in the city. 
But it is well to avoid an effect of 
monotony by not using any one kind 
of furniture exclusively. 

A few pieces of metal furniture 
used with rattan or wooden furniture 
introduce variety. Or the metal furn- 
iture may predominate. The slender 
strength of metal affords a pleasant 
contrast to the low massive forms of 
the modern easy chairs and chaise 
longue in rattan. The lighter metal 
furniture seems especially appropri- 
ate for such purposes as bridge play- 
ing, eating and tea drinking. at which 
one is upright and more alert. The 
low easy chairs are ideal for lounging 
and enjoying the out of doors, a drink 


ARMCHAIR OF IRON DESIGNED BY EMI HAUSER. 
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UPPER LEFT, GRAND CENTRAL WICKER SHOP, INC.; UPPER RIGHT, FICKS REED CU.; 
CENTER, FICKS REED CO.; LOWER LEFT, WOODARD FURNITURE CO.; LOWER RIGHT, 
GUNN & LATCHFORD, INC. 
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TOP LEFT, MOLLA, INC.; TOP RIGHT, 
CUNNINGHAM REED & RATTAN CO.; 


BOTTOM RIGHT, JO. LEHMAN JR. 


or a bit of not too-serious conversa- 
tion. 

The purely functional and con- 
structional modern designs in bent 
steel tubing are quite as wide in their 
adaptability as the modern rattan 
furniture. They do not clash with 
any traditional forms with which they 


SONS- 
BOTTOM 
LEFT, WILLOW & REED ART WORK MFG. CO.; 





may happen to_be associated or min- 
gled, because they are so utterly dif- 
ferent and simple, so right in their 
own way. This type of furniture is at 
its best in the huge, invitingly com- 


fortable double chaise longues 
cushioned in a waterproof fabric 
with or without a canopy. The “S” 
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chairs, which have become a standard 
type in tubular furniture, and the ta- 
bles that go with them, have a smart- 
ness that is undeniable. Their clean- 
cut quality has something in common 
with the fresh air and wide expanse 
of sky out of doors. 


Curiously sophisticated and Conti- 
nental are the combinations of slen- 
der wrought iron with plaited raw- 
hide, though the latter material is 
associated with the Indians who once 
roamed the wide-open spaces of our 
own great West. Whether in a chair 
or a chaise longue, this rawhide of 
golden amber color, strong and resili- 
ent and semi-transparent, forms a fine 
combination with the iron of the 
frame, in a dark green finish that is 
almost black. It is essentially out- 
door furniture and it goes well with 
anything. 

But a period note is usually desir- 
able in a scheme of outdoor furnish- 
ing, to recall the style of the exterior 
architecture of the house, the interior 


treatment of the rooms opening upon 
the terrace or the design character 
of the sun room or of the belvedere 
or other garden shelter in which the 
furniture may be used. This can be 
done by introducing a group of furn- 
iture pieces of suitable period char- 


METAL GLIDER WITH CANE DESIGN SEAT BY THE 
TROY SUNSHADE CO, 


acter. Among the available chairs 
and benches of traditional design are 
those with slender frames of wrought 
iron provided with seats and backs 
formed of sheets of copper painted 
with decorations of period character 
either in monochrome or in colors, 
antiqued. 


Especially desirable as a means of 
introducing the historic element and 
of giving distinction and beauty are 
the iron chairs and seats in designs 
that interpret, in terms of outdoor 
furniture for present-day use, the tra- 
ditions and the spirit of XVIII Cen- 
tury and Early XIX Century furni- 
ture. In this field Emil Hauser, a 
former interior decorator who has 


(Continued on page 68) 


TETE DE TETE SEAT OF 

SPRING DESIGN BY 

JOHN B. SALTERINI 
co. 











NEWS OF THE A.LD.. 


Williamsburg Conference 
Tue A. I. D. Educational Confer- 


ence to be held in Williamsburg from 
March 29 to April Ist promises to 
be an outstanding success judging 
from the number of decorators who 
have made reservations. The head- 
quarters for this Conference is to be 
the new Williamsburg Inn now in 
the process of being decorated. 

The program contains much of in- 
terest to the A, I. D. membership, 
and includes tours of inspection of 
Williamsburg, Carter’s Grove, York 
Hall, Westover, and a visit to the 
Coke-Garratt House as guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles G. Milham. During 
the week there will be fireside meet- 
ings, receptions and luncheons for 
the entertainment of the guests. 


THE sixth annual conference of the 
A. I. D. is to be held in New York 
City. According to the By-Laws, the 
conference is to be open on Monday, 
June 2st. 


THE 16th Women’s National Expo- 
sition of Arts and Industries will be 
held at the Grand Central Palace, 
New York City, March 29th-April 
3rd, inclusive. It is reported that 
two houses will be erected on the 
main floor. A committee, composed 
of Nancy V. McClelland, chairman, 
Mrs. F. H. Lenygon, Miss Ethel A. 
Reeve, Mrs, Gertrude Gheen Robin- 
son, and Miss Ruth Lyle Sparks, will 


furnish the two houses. 


A permanent reference library of 
books approved by the Library Com- 
mittee has been opened at the na- 
tional headquarters. 


Richard Bach Discusses Antiques 


Me. RicHarp F. BACH of the Metro. 
politan Museum of Art talked at the 
regular luncheon of the New York 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Decorators, held in the Delmonico 
Hotel recently. His subject, “An- 
tiques. of the Future,” gave him an 
opportunity to make an appeal for 
more creative work on the part of the 
decorators. Antiques of the past, he 
pointed out, are treasured not for 
reasons of sentiment or for historical 
connections, but because of their 
beauty of design. To compete with 
these, he said, the designers: of today 
will have to create equal standards 
of beauty in their work. Reprodue- 
tions lack that modicum of original- 
ity necessary, he made plain, and de- 
veloped the idea that copying is not 
enough to create objects which future 
generations will appreciate. If any- 
thing of our time is to be regarded 
even tolerantly by the future, he 
stressed, it must represent the crea- 
tive ability to bring about beauty. 


THE Architectural League of New 
York will hold its fifty-first annual 
exhibition at the American Fine 
Arts Building, from April 22nd to 
May 15th, inclusive, and the A. I. D. 
will collaborate with the League in 
the selection and layout of materials 
to be supplied by the exhibitors, ar- 
tists, craftsmen, etc. 


THE two final lectures of a series of 
five on Interior Architecture and 
Decoration being given at the Col- 
lege Club, Cleveland, under the spon- 
sorship of the Ohio Chapter of the 
(Continued on page 50) 
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LEFT, LATE XVII-XVIII CENTURY 
ITALIAN SILK OF TRANSITIONAL 
DESIGN SHOWING THE INFLU- 
ENCE OF THE ‘*‘OGIVAL NET"’ 
PATTERN. BELOW, AN EARLY 
SPANISH DAMASK EMPHASIZING 
DIAGONAL ASYMMETRICAL PAT- 
TERN OF ORIENTAL ORIGIN, 
COURTESY OF ALICE BEER, 


THE ROMANCE OF FABRICS 


WOVEN TEXTILES—A resumé of one of 
two lectures given at the Decorators Club. 


By ALICE BALDWIN BEER 


Mo TAKE the long view of the 

history of silk is to let the 
mind’s eye range back almost two 
thousand years over trade routes to 
China where the secret of sericulture 
was so long guarded. Then we see its 
introduction in the Near East where 
the products of the Persian looms be- 
came a coveted precious commodity. 
Finally, in the V Century A. D. we 
notice that the long-sought knowl- 
edge of silk cultivation is established 
on European soil by the Emperor 
Justinian at Constantinople. Then, 
still with the eye on the historic map, 
one may see the centers of silk cul- 


33 


ture and weaving spread to Sicily, to 
Italy, and then to Spain where the 
Mohammedans carried the art of silk 
weaving in the great westward rush 
of Empire building. Spain in the 
VIII Century became one of the great 
silk producing centers of the middle 
ages. 

A Spanish damask of the early 
XVII Century is illustrated at the 
right above. It is of particular in- 
terest as it emphasizes the diagonal, 
restless, asymmetrical pattern show- 
ing Chinese influence. It is of small 
design, then popular as dictated by 
the fashion of the so-called “Spanish” 
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LEFT, TYPICAL LOUIS XVI BROCADED TAFFETA IN DELICATE NATURAL COLORINGS. 


CENTER, 


LOUIS XV DAMASK WITH BOLD FLORAL SYMMETRICAL PATTERN. 
BROCADE SHOWING THE ASYMMETRICAL CURVES OF THE ROCOCO ERA. 


RIGHT, 
COURTESY OF 


ALICE BEER. 


dress then in vogue. 

Again, to take the long view of the 
development of design in silk, one 
discovers that textile patterns, like 
political opinions, have swung from 
one principle to another:—we see 
evolve a scheme of simple repetition, 
of balance, symmetry and expression 
that is fundamentally formal and 
tends to become static, dry. Such a 
feeling is expressed in the late classic 
designs of Byzantium, the heavy broc- 
atelles of Louis XIV, or the French 
Empire silks. In contrast are those 
asymmetrical designs based on a prin- 
ciple of hidden or more obscure bal- 
ance. This results either in a freer 
play of line across the field of the 
cloth, or an accent of the diagonal 
instead of the perpendicular, or a 
more vigorous dynamic drawing of 
natural forms and usually with more 
phantasy or gaiety. Such are the 
silks of Lucca in the XVI Century 
and the XVIII Century silks when 
Rococo was dominant in decoration. 

Turn the pages of a textile history 
such as Von Falke and watch the 
formation of a frame of design over 
centuries. The set heraldic Byzan- 


tine patterns based on repetitions of 
roundels, then the roundels touch- 
ing, interlacing, finally open into 
flowing pointed ovals called by Von 
Falke “the ogival net” and you have 
the basis of a frame which, with va- 
rious changes, lasts until the XVIII 
Century. You will see the stiff East- 
ern palmette, often the center of this 
frame, change into a lotus-like form 
after the great influx of Chinese silk 
into XIV Century Italy and the 
frame itself assume the outline of a 
great lotus. An Italian silk of this 
era is illustrated at the left of page 
33. The outline of the design shows 
the influence of the ogival net frame 
with lace-like edging, with a con- 
ventionalized flower in the center. 
In the XV Century when Venice 
absorbed the trade and patterns of 
the Near East you will see in her 
great velvet patterns the next phase 
of this frame outlining a pome- 
granate flower and bud. And these 
plant forms, the palmette, lotus and 
pomegranate, in various guises per- 
sist all through the Renaissance dam- 
asks and brocatelles, and even appear 
(Continued on page 60) 
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BATIK FROM JAVA, ONE-QUARTER OF A HEAD TURBAN WITH THE CENTER OF 


IN THE UPPER LEFT. RIGHT, ONE OF THE EARLIEST TOILES DE JOUY 


THIS DESIGN. WHICH IS CALLED ‘‘LE PETIT BUVEUR.’’ IS PRINTED ON A 
DOTTED BACKGROUND TYPICAL OF OBERKAMPF'S EARLIER WORK. COURTESY, ETHEL 


LEwis. 


PRINTED TEXTILES—Resumé of a 
Lecture by Ethel Lewis at the Decora- 
tors’ Club 


LTHOUGH the East taught us 

the art of fabric printing, with- 
out a doubt it was Egypt that first 
printed on textiles. The Egyptians 
also devised a method of dyeing cloth 
in various colors with one dipping. 
This required the painting on of 
various chemicals which would, re- 
act differently at the time of dip- 
ping, bringing out the colors desired. 
Their method of block printing, 
however, was very laborious and 
crude. 

It was in India that the modern 
type of block printing originated. 
Here developed very elaborate pat- 
terns such as the famous “Tree of 
Life” design. The Palampore, a 
large cloth used as a bed covering or 
curtain, was indeed a veritable gar- 
den of flowers and birds around the 

(Continued on page 64) 
AN INTERESTING INDIAN PALAMPORE, SHOWING 
THE ELABORATE TYPE OF BLOCKED AND PAINTED 
FABRIC CHARACTERISTIC OF THAT COUNTRY. 
NOTICE THAT THE TWO SIDE BORDERS, THOUGH 
DONE WITH THE SAME BLOCKS, ARE NOT SIM- 


ILAR, ONE HAVING BEEN DONE, NO DOUBT, BY 
AN AMATEUR. COURTESY, ETHEL LEWIS. 








TOP. MATISSE ROOM, DECORATED BY JOSE- 
PHINE HOWELL. THE WALLS AND CEILING ARE 
PUTTY COLOR AND AN EARLY EMPIRE AUBUS- 
SON RUG INTRODUCES VARIOUS SOFT COLOR- 
INGS. THE LOUIS XVI MARBLE MANTEL IS IN 
ROUGE ROYAL WITH MIRROR TOPPED BY POLE 
OF CROSSED ARROWS, SAME AS CURTAIN 
PELMETS. BOTTOM LEFT, ITALIAN PRIMITIVES 
ROOM, DECORATED BY THEDLOW. THIS IS A 
SMALL MODERN RECEPTION ROOM THAT IS A 
PERFECT SETTING FOR FIVE EXQUISITE 
ITALIAN PRIMITIVES OF THE XV CENTURY. IT 
HAS A BEIGE-WHITE CEILING, RED-VIOLET 
WALLS WITH BEIGE-WHITE TRIM. ‘THE DESK 


PICTURES AGAIN INSPIRE ROOMS 








Is BUILT OUT FROM WALL WITH BOOK 
SHELVES ABOVE, AND THE DESK AND SHELVES 
ARE PAINTED OFF-WHITE. AT EITHER SIDE OF 
THE DESK, ON GOLD AND CRYSTAL STANDS, 
ARE GLOBES SHOWING THE MAP OF THE 
WORLD DONE IN GOLD LEAF AND WHITE 
GESSO. BOTTOM RIGHT, CHIRICO ROOM, WITH 
PAINTINGS, FURNITURE AND DECORATIONS 
BY GIORGIO DE CHIRICO. THIS DINING ROOM 
HAS WALLS PAINTED IN DE CHIRICO RED, A 
WHITE CEILING, RUG IN BLACK FELT AND 
DRAPERIES OF BLACK VELVET. THE HIGH- 
BACKED COUCH IS UPHOLSTERED IN WHITE 
LINEN WITH BLACK FELT APPLIQUE DESIGN. 


OOMS AT DECORATORS GALLERY 





FIREPLACE GRATES OF DECORATIVE 
BEAUTY ARE OBTAINABLE IN ALL PERIODS 
AND STYLES. THE STEEL URN GRATE 
ILLUSTRATED, FROM EDWIN JACKSON, 
INC., IS A TYPE MADE IN ENGLAND DUR- 
ING THE REGENCY, BEING AN ENRICH- 
MENT OF A SIMILAR GRATE OF A MUCH 
EARLIER PERIOD. 


HIGH AND LOW PILE IN ENTIRELY NEW 
TEXTURE EFFECTS MAKES THESE CHE- 
NILLES DIFFERENT FROM ANYTHING YET 
PRODUCED IN THIS WEAVE. THEY ARE 
WOVEN IN ANY DESIGN, COLORING, OR 
SHAPE SEAMLESS TO FIT THE CONTOURS 
OF A ROOM BY THE MOHAWK CARPET 
MILLS, INC. 


STYLE 


HIGHLIGHTS 


SELECTED HERE AND THERE IN 


THE TRADE 


BY HELEN S. BRUNO 


SOFT GRAY AND COLORINGS TONED WITH 
GRAY REMAIN THE FAVORITE SHADES FOR 
WALL PAPER. MISS NANCY MCCLELLAND 
HAS RECENTLY IMPORTED THIS HANDSOME 
PATTERN IN TONES OF GRAY, WHICH IS A 
REPRODUCTION OF AN OLD PAPER. IT 1S 
TYPICAL OF THE PAPERS FOUND IN OLD 
VIRGINIA HOMES, MANY OF WHICH HAD 
CORN OR TOBACCO LEAF MOTIFS. 
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ANIMAL SUBJECTS, BECAUSE OF THEIR 
VIVACITY AND GRACE, ARE BEING WIDELY 
ADAPTED FOR MANY TYPES OF DECORA- 
TIVE MATERIALS, INCLUDING UPHOLSTERY 
AND DRAPERY FABRICS. THE COTTON 
DAMASK SHOWN, WITH ITS LIVELY HORSE 
DESIGN, IS IN PLUM COLOR WITH THE 
PATTERN IN SILVER. IT 1S SO INCHES 
WIDE AND MAY BE SEEN AT CARRILLO 
FABRICS CORPORATION. 


THERE 1S NO ONE STYLE OF LAMP OR 
LAMPSHADE PREDOMINATING BUT RATHER 
AN EVER INCREASING VARIETY OF MA- 
TERIALS IS BEING EMPLOYED TO FASHION 
THEM. THE LAMP DEPICTED FROM 
CAUMAN’S IS OF SATIN FINISH PEWTER 
FRAMING A CRYSTAL BLOCK BASE WITH 
A SILVER AND GOLD HAND BLOCK FABRIC 
SHADE. THE SHADE IS PUT ON WHITE 
PARCHMENT SO AS TO GIVE A GOOD 
READING LIGHT. 


SRE Rena ane cece 


— ceo OAPI 


TEXTURE is STILL OF 
PRIMARY IMPORTANCE IN 
THE CONSIDERATION OF 
NEW RUGS, AND THE 
COLORS RANGE FROM 
DELICATE PASTELS TO 
DEEP RICH TONES. FROM 
THE KLEARFLAX LINEN 
LOOMS WE DEPICT AN IN- 
TERESTING DIAMOND 
TUFTED RUG OF CLASSIC 
MODERN CHARACTER 
EDGED WITH A _ THREE 
INCH WOOL FRINGE. 





THE NEW CRYSTAL TABLEWARE 
1S MARKED BY SIMPLICITY OF 
LINE AND VERY LITTLE ORNA- 
MENTATION. FROM THE STEU- 
BEN GLASS CO. WE SHOW 
THESE DELIGHTFUL PIECES 
WHICH POSSESS A REFINE- 
MENT AND DIGNITY WELL BE- 
FITTING THE FINEST SETTING. 


FOR INFCRMAL USE, PRINTED 
TABLE LINENS ARE MUCH IN 
VOGUE. THE COLORFUL HAND 
BLOCKED CLOTH SHOWN WAS 
IMPORTED FROM FRANCE BY 
LERON, INC. IT IS IN RASP- 
BERRY WITH TOUCHES OF DEEP 
BLUE ON A WHITE GROUND 
AND MAY BE HAD IN THREE 
SIZES. 
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FINE CABINET WORK IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY THE DISCRIMINATING DECORATOR AND THIS 
SPRING THE SELECTION OF QUALITY FURNITURE 
IS PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY. THE REGENCY 
PIECE, ILLUSTRATED, IS EXQUISITELY EXECUTED 
IN EVERY DETAIL BY CASSARD-ROMANO CO., INC. 





THE NEW WALL PAPER DESIGNS EXPRESS 
ORIGINALITY AND MUCH VITALITY. THIS 
‘SURREALIST BOUQUET’’ DESIGNED FOR 
KATZENBACH AND WARREN BY LIN 
TISSOT, HAS THE APPEARANCE OF BEING 
A CONVENTIONAL BOUQUET, BUT CLOSER 
INSPECTION REVEALS THAT IT IS MADE 
UP OF SUCH HETEROGENEOUS OBJECTS AS 
HANDS, THIMBLES, ICE CREAM CONES, 
ALARM CLOCKS, ETC. IT COMES IN FOUR 
LOVELY COLOR COMBINATIONS. 
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oe CESSFULLY USED FOR SOME YEARS PAST, BUT DISTINCTLY 
Se) te? Be Tg NOVEL AND STRIKING IS THIS BLACK EMBROIDERED ORGAN- 
DY CURTAIN FROM E. C. CARTER. IT IS 45 INCHES WIDE AND 
COULD BE USED IN MANY MODERN ROOMS MOST EF- 

FECTIVELY. 
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DECORATORS FIND THAT THE DAINTY 
FEMININE ATMOSPHERE, SO OFTEN 
DESIRED IN A BEDROOM, IS READILY 
ACHIEVED BY EMPLOYING FURNISHINGS 
IN THE FRENCH MANNER. THE CHARM- 
ING LouIS XIV SATINWOOD BED 
HEREWITH, IS LIGHTENED UP WITH 
TOUCHES OF WHITE AND GOLD, AND 
1S FROM HULLER & CO. 
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THE MONTH'S 


A GOLD medal and Cross of Honor 
for design and texture was awarded 
Seeley, Scalamandre Co., Inc., at the 
1936 Grand Exposition, Antwerp, Bel- 
gium. The fabric which received 
this recognition is an usual damask in 
off-white ground with a floral pat- 
tern of raised and knotted weave, in 
chocolate brown, showing in strong 
relief. It was made in America of 
American thrown silks. 


‘THE showroom and factory of Sabel 
& Co. have been enlarged by fifty per 
cent. The entire 11th floor is now 
devoted to the factory, while the 
showroom occupies half of the 10th 
floor, giving greater display space 
which has been broken up into indi- 
vidual showrooms. Several XVIII 
Century mirrors that are authentic 
reproductions have been added to 
their line. 


AANNOUNCEMENT comes from the 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago, that they 
are organizing a new decorative arts 
section for the exhibition of fine dec- 





NEWS NOTES 


orative home furnishings. It is con- 
templated eventually to set aside the 
entire sixth floor for the display of 
furnishings of the type which are in- 
teresting to the interior decorator. 
The exhibitors in this space will 
represent furniture, decorative fab- 
rics, lamps, draperies, wallpaper, pot- 
tery, glassware, and gifts. 


THE showrooms of M. Mittman & 
Co., Inc., manufacturers of custom- 
built furniture, have recently been 
redecorated and enlarged to ade- 
quately display several new models 
which this firm are introducing to 
the decorative trade. 


ANNOUNCEMENT has been made by 
A, & M. Karagheusian that a special 
15-ft. Jacquard loom has been in- 
stalled in order to add 15-ft. seamless 
widths to their Gulistan Chambray 
Carpeting. Six colorings in the Palm 
Leaf design will be the first to go 
into production in this width. Other 
patterns will be added later. 


ATTRACTIVE LOVESEAT TO BE SEEN AT THE LIFTON FURNITURE, INC. 
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A RECENT removal is that of the 
Steiner Studio Corporation to 162 E. 


62nd St., N. Y. 


To aw the decorator who requires 
“tailored” upholstered furniture of 
period design, Georgian Furniture 
Co., Ine., have assembled new exhib- 
its of Queen Anne, Chippendale and 
other Georgian authentic period de- 
signs. 

A NEw asphalt sheeting for installing 
Accotile has recently been developed 
by the Armstrong Cork Co., which 
assures warmer, quieter, smoother, 
and more resilient floors, as well as 
an effective seal against dampness. 
The sheeting is supplied in rolls 36 
inches wide, each roll containing 216 
square feet. This will be of interest 
to decorators furnishing basement 
rooms, or other rooms exposed to 
dampness. 


MODERN HIGHBOY SHOWING INTERESTING COM- 
BINATION OF WOODS BY THE VANLEIGH FURNI- 
TURE Co. 
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THIS HANDSOME UPHOLSTERED CHAIR IS SEEN IN 
THE SHOWROOMS OF MARSHALL HAGEN & CO. 


THE showroom space of the Artcraft 
Wallpaper Co. has recently been 
doubled and many improvements 
made to more effectively display their 
papers. This firm has just issued two 
new books for decorators, one of in- 
expensive papers and the other of 
papers in the higher price brackets. 


For the purpose of increasing the en- 
joyment and utility in wool pile 
floor coverings through a prolonging 
of their beauty and life, the Institute 
of Carpet Manufacturers of America 
has just issued a booklet on the 
maintenance of wool pile carpets and 
rugs. This eight-page leaflet, pre- 
pared by engineers in charge of the 
technical staff of members of the In- 
stitute and as a result of collabora- 
tion with associations in the rug 
cleaning field, is for general distribu- 
tion throughout the industry. 





THE 1937 Wall Paper Style Shows 
will be held in the Congress Hotel, 
Chicago, April 13 to 16, and in the 
Hotel Kansas Citian, Kansas City, 
April 20 to 23. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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AN AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 


H. SABEL 


& COMPANY, INCORPORATED 


| 
140 WEST 22 ST. | 


NEW YORK 


Architect-Decorators’ Activities in 
the Paris Fair, as Outlined 
by Lucien Rollin 


A Discussion of vital interest to in- 
terior decorators took place at the 
Decorators Club on the evening of 
March 8th when Monsieur Rollin, 
prominent architect-decorator associ- 
ated with the Paris Fair, outlined the 
policy of the Paris Exposition with 
regard to interior decorative activi- 
ties and the display of fine arts. 

To begin with, Monsieur Rollin 
pointed out that the French Govern- 
ment actively sponsors the work of 
poor artists and designers who dis- 
play talent. In fact, many of her 
statesmen, including Premier Leon 
Blum, are artists, authors or connois- 
seurs of art. It is natural to expect, 
therefore, that the decorators and ar- 
tists would receive the proper recog- 
nition in planning an important expo- 
sition such as the International Paris 
Fair to open in a few weeks. This 
recognition is shown in several ways. 
For example, full credit niust be ac- 
corded to any artist whose work ap- 
pears in any display or pavilion 
whether bought by an exhibitor or 
contributed by the artist. Further- 
more, architect-decorators have been 
chosen to serve in positions of author- 
ity as well as responsibility on the 
general committee as well as the sub- 
committees of each class of exhibit. 
The sub-committees are made up in 
the following manner: 2/5ths artists, 
2/5ths engineers, and 1/5th connois- 
seurs. 

The general committee is doing 
everything possible to raise the tone 
of the Exposition above what might 
easily degenerate into a commercial 
exploitation. They even prefer to 
call it an Exposition rather than a 
Fair. It is in the minds of the com- 
mittee that it is their duty to show 
the progress and development of 

(Continued on page 52) 
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THONET 


Catalogue includes all our newest 
styles—Modern, Classic and Traditional 
Reproductions. 














Catalogue will help you plan any 
desired effect. 










Your Catalogue is wrapped and 
ready—write today. 








UPHOLSTERED 
FURNITURE 


THONET Upholstered Furniture sold 
exclusively through Dealers, Deco- 
rators and Interior Architects. You 
are cordially invited to visit our 

Show rooms. 


33 EAST 47th STREET > NEW YORK 
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AMONG FABRICS 





Floral Al ted 


TAPESTRY 


is a complete, new departure in tap- 
estry weave. The beautiful flatwoven 
tapestry design is enhanced and 
set-off by a finely quilted ground of 
solid color. An entirely new range 
of decorative effects is opened. 
This rich, sturdy fabric will give dis- 
tinction to any furniture. Available 
in seven smart shades. Exclusive 


with Stapler. Samples on request. 


Stapler 


402 
196 So. 4th St.—Philadelphia, Pa. 














(Continued from page 43) 
T'HE firm of J. C. Kruckman Co, 


manufacturers of custom upholstered 
furniture, have taken larger factory 
and showroom space on the fourth 
floor of the Crystal Building, 80] 
Second Ave., N. Y. 


THE office and plant of the North 
American Electric Lamp Co., has re- 
moved to 1014 Tyler St., St. Louis, 


On February 20th, the New York 
Art Iron Works Corporation took new 
showroom, factory and office space 
on the third floor of 330 East 26th 
Si. me 2. 


THE firm of Ray Nichols, Inc., man- 
ufacturers of Venetian blinds and 
shades, has removed from 199 Frank- 
lin St., N. Y., to 644 Broadway, where 
they have a showroom and factory 
occupying an entire floor. 


A NATIONAL House and Garden Expo- 
sition will be held at the Coliseum 
in Chicago from May 8 to 16. The 
show will feature all that is new and 
practical in residential construction 
methods, building material and home 
equipment, and will stress landscap- 
ing and gardening. 


[NTERIOR decorators of California and 
the Far West are flocking to the M. 
H. de Young Memorial Museum in 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, to 
inspect the Islamic art collection ar- 
ranged in two recently completed gal- 
leries. The collection comes to 
this city from twenty-two museums 
throughout the world and is consid- 
ered the finest ever brought together. 
It was selected by Dr. Mehmet Aga- 
Oglu, professor of Islamic art at the 
University of Michigan. 

The collection includes Oriental 
rugs, chosen for their decorative fea- 
tures; Mughal miniatures and Persian 
ceramics, running a long gamut. 
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of colors—thus adding to the number of decora- 
ace 1 tive plans to which it may be adapted. 
6th ‘ This paper is one of the Birge exclusive Bor- 
: ‘ dered Wall Papers which includes a border spe- 
‘ cially designed to complement the effectiveness 
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Period adaptations and 
stimulating modern pieces 
at sensible prices. 


JOHN STUART 
ING 


NEW YORK -GRAND RAPIDS 
Nen York Showrooms: 

Stuart Bldg. 

Fourth Ave. at 32nd St. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Also of interest to decorators are 
four rooms devoted to complete Cali- 
fornia interiors. A drawing room of 
1865, a bedroom and sitting room 
of 1850, a parlor of 1870 and a bou- 
doir of 1875 are complete in every 
detail. 


Art of the late 17th century in 
France, and European decorative 
arts covering several centuries, are 
housed in new rooms, permitting in- 
spection under ideal conditions. 


Nason & Jellett, 442 Post St., San 
Francisco, Calif., featuring home 
furnishings wholesale to the decora- 
tive trade, have added the furniture 
account of Lifton Furniture, Inc., and 
the wall pay. ..e of Katzenbach & 
Warren, Inc. 


[MporRTANT changes have been made 
in the showroom facilities of the Cov- 
entry Shops at 305 E. 53rd St., N. Y. 
They now occupy double the space, 
taking an additional floor in the 
building which has been fitted up to 
display their furniture to better ad- 
vantage. Many new pieces have been 
introduced in the line. 


WHat appears to be a very interest- 
ing conducted tour for decorators is 
being offered by Clara Laughlin. The 
tour includes Scandinavia and Lon- 
don and winds up at the Paris Expo- 
sition of Art in July. The decorators 
will have an opportunity to see Scan- 
dinavian art followed by an impor- 
tant display cf French and interna- 
tional art in Paris which will give the 
party an excellent chance to compare 
the most impértant contributions to 
contemporary art. An_ illustrated 
booklet of the tour is available on re- 
quest. 


[THE new Williamsburg Inn which 
will open the end of March is being 
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PERIOD REPRODUCTIONS 
CUSTOM-MADE 





cautiful 


FRENCH and ENGLISH FURNITURE 


LLOYD FURNITURE FACTORIES, INC. 
DECORATORS FURNITURE CORP. 


383 Madison Ave., New York 











MURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 





Le 


This unique photo mural in sepia is 
the center of interest in an exclusive 
bakery salon decorated in the con- 
temporary manner. It is 4 x 9 ft. 


Another example of the high deco- 
rative quality and adaptability of 
mural photography. 
Our staff will gladly estimate your 
requirements and submit suggestions 
for copy and layout. 


Our murals can be executed in black, 
sepia or in color. 


MERIT STUDIOS, Inc. 


2 WEST 46TH STREET NEW YORK CITY 
MEdallion 3-2465-6-7-8 
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Now Being 
Featured... 


NEW DINING ROOM 
GROUP IN THE POPULAR 


FEUDAL OAK 


THE LATEST ADDITION 
TO THIS FAMILY OF IN- 
TERESTING PIECES. 





Corner Cupboard from this new group. 


A complete display of FEUDAL 
OAK for the Living Room, Dining 
Room and Bedroom awaits your 
selection in our showrooms. 


Exhibit Corp. 
31 East 314 Street 
New York City 
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decorated in the English Regency 
manner. The work is being done by 
Jas. McCutcheon, N. Y., and details 
of the decoration will be given in an 
early issue. 


A™Monc the activities at the Decora- 
tors’ Club in the last few weeks were 
lectures on lighting by Stanley Me- 
Candlese, Professor of Stage Lighting 
at Yale University, and the Paris Fair 
of 1937 by Monsieur Lucien Rollin, 
architect-decorator of Paris. Forth- 
coming style shows include uphol- 
stered furniture, March 22-27, and 
garden furniture April 12-17. 


‘THE manager of Thos. Strahan Co., 
William E. Dailey, recently observed 
his 50th anniversary of service with 
this company. The Strahan Co. was 
the first to go into the business of 
reproducing old Colonial wallpapers. 


News of the A. I. D. 
(Continued from page 32) 


A. I. D. are as follows: Modern In- 
terior Lighting, by Stanley R. Me- 
Candless, on April 9th, and American 
Antiques, by George W. Bierce, on 
April 19th. 


THe fourth Chicago Antiques and 
Decorative Arts Exposition will be 
held in the Palmer House, Chicago, 
April 12-17th, under the management 
of Felix Mendelsohn. Exhibition 
space has been taken by several 


A. I. D. members. 


(MBs. FORBES McCREERY of New York 
has been made a member of the fac- 
ulty of the Briarcliff Junior College 
at Briarcliff Manor, New York. Mrs. 


McCreery is organizing and teaching © 


a course in History of Art and the 
principles of Interior Decoration to 
the second-year students in the deco- 
ration course. 
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One of the many complete- 
ly furnished rooms at the 
new Herrmann showrooms. 
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THIS FABRIC AWARDED 
GOLD MEDAL 

AND CROSS OF HONOR 
FOR 

DESIGN AND TEXTURE 

GENERAL EXPOSITION, 

ANVERS, BELGIUM, 

1936 


Seeley-Scalamandre Co., Inc. 
598 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 








H. HERRMANN FURNITURE CO., INC. 


Fine Furniture Since 1867 
Fourth Avenue at 30th Street 
LONDON NEW YORK 
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No finer example in a Rattan Chippendale 
design has ever been presented to the 
decorating trade.—Matching Side Chair 
Sofa and Table. 


-Cunningham Reed 
Rattan Co., ane. 


MADISON AVE. (at 46th St.) 
NEW YORK CITY 











eva BESS 


Interior designers recognize in 
CONTEMPO MODERN furni- 
ture, the finest of craftsman- 
ship. Its sturdy construction 
for long service . . . adapta- 
bility for personal decoration 
° + give initial satisfaction, 
while a wide variety of appeal- 
ing fabries fits it into the indi- 
vidual scheme. 


CONTEMPO SHOPS 


40 West 20th Street New York City 
CHelsea 3-1420 llth Floor 








(Continued from page 44) 


modern art and design since the 1925 
Exposition. So explicitly is this 
thought being carried out that every 
exhibitor, whether he be a million 
dollar manufacturer or a modest free 
lancer, is judged on the same basis 
by a Grand Jury. This Grand Jury 
has entire control of the policy and 
planning of the Exposition. No 
scheme, large or small, is introduced 
into the general plan without the 
sanction of this jury. 

The leading society of decorators 
in France, the Salon des Artistes 
Decorateurs, is taking a prominent 
part in this display of international 
modern art and decoration. Under 
the leadership of M. Lucien Rollin, 
five artist-decorators are collaborat 
ing in a complete ensemble which is 
known as the University Club. Each 
contributor has been given a suite of 
rooms to plan and decorate. In ad- 
dition to this building there will be 
several other displays by various dee- 
orators from the Salon. 

As to the inclusion of fine arts dis- 
plays, there will be gallery arrange- 
ments as well as individual items suit- 
ably shown in various room settings 
and pavilions. The Paris Exposition 
Committee is wisely not ruling out 
fine art creations; in fact, they are 
encouraging their display by giving 
them the prominence they deserve. 

Mr. Francis Lenygon, President of 
the A. I. D., commented on the just 
and wise procedure of the Exposition 
Committee of the Paris Exposition. 
He further stated that he hoped the 
N. Y. World’s Fair Committee of 
1939 would also recognize the wis 
dom of inviting interior decorators’ 
cooperation. Through the whole 
hearted effort of American decora- 
tors, if permitted, the New York Ex- 
position can show the progress in 
decoration and the decorative arts to 
greater advantage than ever before. 
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NEW SHOWROOM OF 


EDWARD FIELDS & CO. 13 EAST 47th STREET, NEW YORK 





Be ee a 


HAND BOOK 


INTERIOR DECORATORS 


HE HAND BOOK for INTERIOR DECO- 
RATORS for 1937 is now in course of 
preparation for issuance on schedule July Ist. 
Manufacturers, importers, and jobbers of 
materials and furnishings for sale to interior 
decorators will be listed in this directory as 
heretofore, but we urge them to contact the 
publishers, Clifford & Lawton, Inc., 373—4th 
Ave., N. Y., if they have not received proper 


questionnaires by March 20th. 
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In the Helpful Manner—we solve your 
problems for you. If you want Modern, 
we design it. If you need Classic, we 
reproduce it. If you want a combination of 
Modern and Classic we reconcile the two 
in an understanding and helpful spirit. 


RICHTER 


FURNITURE COMPANY 


512 East 72nd Street New York 














MODERRE 


HAND-CRAFTED 
ACCESSORIES 


IN 
CHROMIUM @ BRASS @ COPPER 


and other metals 


We are also prepared to design and 
suaoeite GRILLE WORK, LA 

BASES, FIRESCREENS, etc., to 
your special order. 


MORRIS LEVINE 


DESIGNER AND CRAFTSMAN IN METALS 


12 EAST !I7TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 











Telephone Algonquin 4-6382 


Mrs. Archibald M. Brown Discusses 
Interior Architecture and 
Decoration 


Tue following talk, on Interior 
Architecture and Decoration, given 
by Mrs. Archibald M. Brown, presi- 
dent of McMillen, Inc., while deliy- 
ered sometime back in the Squibb 
Auditorium, N. Y., has just been re- 
ceived by us in printed form, and as 
we think it will be of interest to our 
readers we reprint part of it, 

“There was a time when a decora 
tor felt he only had to have a certain 
amount of good taste and be able to 
put together a few nice color combi- 
nations in order to hang out a shin 
gle and be called a decorator. That 
time has long passed and the decora- 
tors are trying to raise the standards 
of decorating constantly, and I hope 
before very long it will be necessary 
for a decorator to be registered the 
same as an architect. 

“The architect’s job is to build the 
house. The interior decorator comes 
along and her job is to follow out and 
continue the architect’s work. An 
architect, in many instances, is per- 
fectly capable of following out his 
own job but he usually does not have 
time, if he is a successful architect. 

“Anybody who wants to be a deco- 
rator must know something about 
architecture because how would you 
know about scale, and how would 
you know about proportion, and how 
would you know whether your fur 
nishings and your materials and all 
the things that go to complete the 
architect’s house, are going to be re- 
lated to his house if you do not know 
about architecture? 

“In addition to architecture, a dec- 
orator must know about pictures, sil- 
ver, fabrics, glass, furniture, rugs. 
The decorator may not be an expert 
in any one of these things, because 
that is not her job, but she must be 
able to recommend these objects, and 
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The newest and most 
. attractive ideas ever put 
2 | into hand wrought iron 
‘Sl- ° 
; furniture. 
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re- a * \ ” 


ur Finished in any Duco color, up- 


holstered in your materials or 
ra- your selection of our water- 


‘in proof canvas. 
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rat CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 
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SUN PARLOR e YACHT e TERRACE 
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SMART DESIGN 
FOR THE GAME 
ROOM. BLUE 
GROUND WITH 
TOUCHES OF 
RED, WHITE 
AND BLACK. 

PATTERN J-F 


WHEEL Chaise Longue in natural 
rattan, may be finished in any 
color desired. Upholstered in figured 


cr plain water resistant material. 
Decorators who seek the unusual 


will appreciate our choice collection 
ot colorful papers in exclusive de- 
signs. 


LENOX WALL PAPER CORP. 


424 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. EL. 5-0669 


sil- Free illustrated catalog 


gs. GRAND CENTRAL 

i. WICKER SHOP 
INCORPORATED 

a 217 EAST 42nd ST., NEW YORK 
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[eS 0 BE a el eh 
LLOYD WALLPAPERS 
=> Say. Wer | ae 


< 


Pee: 

b Kee ae nc ah al 
The added cost of fine wall 
coverings is small, compared 


with the added attractiveness, 
and artistic merit. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES 


w-n-s-L loyd co.ine 


48 WEST 48th STREET - NEW YORK CITY 


BOSTON : 420 Boylston St. * NEWARK: 45 k 
Central Ave. * CHICAGO: 434 So. Wabash Ave. 3 
¥ 


Se eh Se 


Comdy Commode 


For the exclusive 


in FINE FURNITURE 


‘Che DANBY COMPANY, INC. 


Manufacturers — Importers — Designers 


NEW YORK: 227 EAST 47th ST. 
BOSTON: 420 BOYLSTON ST. 
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unless she knows something about 
them, her word will not count. 

“To be creative and original you 
have to know all the classic tradi- 
tions, you have to know their propor- 
tions, you have to know about the 
line and the scale and many other 
things to be finally freed so as to be 
original, All the work done that is 
called original, if it has not that 
foundation, I am sure will never live. 
If we could come back in a hundred 
years and see what there is left of 
this generation, we might be horri- 
fied at the few things that would still 
be appreciated. 

“If the students are made to draw 
free-hand a great deal and to paint, 
they will learn the relation of light 
and shade, they will learn what a 
curve means. You cannot do any- 
thing unless you are able to put your 
ideas on a piece of paper. In the 
profession of decorating, it is abso- 
lutely essential to put your ideas on 
paper. You cannot just “do” a room 
for a person as it involves expense, 
and there is no other way of showing 
what you want to sell unless you can 
cleverly put it on a piece of paper. 

“Another matter which is very im- 
portant is to call the students’ atten- 
tion to the fact that there is such a 
thing as psychology. The relation 
between the decorator and the client 
is something that has to be under- 
stood. 

“If you go back and read history 
you will find in the Renaissance the 
masters of architecture at that time 
were not only architects, but they 
were sculptors and they were paint- 
ers. They delved into all the arts, 
the reason being that the whole thing 
is so closely related that they felt if 
they could master one thing it would 
help them to master another. We 
ought to bear this in mind and try to 
train the students not to isolate their 
own profession from all others. 
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NE of five unusual 


designs in modern 


chairs, made smarter by 


Hammond Kroll, now on 
display at our showrooms 


and available for imme- 


diate delivery. 


























KROLL 
FU R WM. Pe CO: 


FORTY-FOUR EAST FIFTY-THIRD STREET, NEW YORK ELDORADO 5-1982 














The eagle 

and convex 

mirror, char- 

acteristic mo- 

tifs of the 

A the ri- 

c an Federal, 

period, ar’e 

Fine 18th Century Furniture for the exempli- 

Bedroom and Living Room—occasional fied in this ; 
: ; . fine sconce, one of a large variety of authentic 

pieces—at moderate prices. Visit our Federal and Colonial styles to be found in the 

showrooms, Lightolier showrooms. 


Visit us or write for Portfolio of Decorative 


BETHLEH EM Lighting Suggestions. Decorators protected. 


FURNITURE COMPANY LIGHTOLIER 


Factory—BETHLEHEM, PENNA. 11 East 36th Street, New York City 
SHOWROOMS: 159 Madison Ave., 1266-68 Merchandise Mart, noun Fenieten 





N. Y. 
1211 Chestnut St., Phila. Los Angeles 
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CUSTOM MADE 


UPHOLSTERED PIECES 
CURTAINS @ DRAPERIES 





The same quality of work and service we 
have given you heretofore is now available 
in our own home. We welcome your visit. 


LOUIS and MICHAEL 


Formerly with H. Harmon & Co. 


205 EAST 54th ST., NEW YORK 
Tel. Eldorado 5-4982 


a 
Builders of 


FINE FURNITURE 














PERIOD REPRODUCTIONS 





Authentic Reproductions of 

Lamps, Vases, Drapery Hold 

Backs, Trays, etc., in stock or 
made to order. 


Catalogue on request. 


PERIOD ART REPRODUCTIONS 
INC, 


19 WEST 24th ST. NEW YORK CITY 
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Side-lights on Mahogany 


Attuoucu the English introduced 
mahogany into Europe extensively 
for the manufacture of furniture, the 
earliest records have it that Philip II 
of Spain in 1557 used it in the build. 
ing of the Escorial. A detailed de. 
scription of this gloomy combination 
of a palace, convent, church and 
mausoleum states that “on both sides 
are two rows of stalls made of the 
most valuable woods as Caoba of two 
kinds from the Indies.” The chant 
ing desk was made of “Acana and 
Caova wood.” The words “Caoba 
and Caova” are two spellings for 
the Spanish word “mahogany.” 

Even before this letters from Cor- 
tez, conqueror of Mexico to Philip 
II, as early as 1520 mention the use 
of this fine cabinetwood. 

Mahogany grows only in tropical 
Americas, West Indies, and Africa. 
No mahogany trees grow in the Phil- 
ippine Islands. However, the s0- 
called Philippine mahogany which 
is often used as a substitute, is really 
red and white Lauan and Tanguile 
and is in no way related to mahogany. 


Book Review 


Decorative Art 1937 


[t Is always with pleasure that we 
receive for review the Studio Year 
Book, giving the latest developments 
in architecture and interior decora 
tion throughout the world. The at 
tractive new edition of this book, 
which has just come to hand, is en- 
titled “Decorative Art 1937,” and 
contains the fullest survey of house 
planning and interior decoration yet 
given by this annual. 

In the foreword, the editor, C. G. 
Holme, states that the trend in ar 
chitecture and decoration is towards 
simplification. He goes on to say 
that the right kind of simplicity is 
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the lar English 18th Century 
| I style is available in maple 

ul or matched  prima-vera. 
ra f There is also a chifferobe, 

be chest-on-chest and crib to 
‘al match. 
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sides Decorators will find a wide 
the selection of interesting nur- 
' two sery furniture in our show- 
1ant- room, specially designed for 

and their needs. 

.oba 

for 

Cor- 
hilip THE KIDDIELAND FURNITURE CO. 
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JUVENILE FURNITURE OF DISTINCTION 
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cora: 
1e ab} EXPRESSION .... 
book, § Modern furniture designed by NEW 
is en-® MODE . . . combines incomparable 

anal comfort and dignity of line . . . with 





guaranteed perfection: in construction. 
house § We cordially invite you to visit our 
n yet NEW SHOWROOMS and view the 
many unusual and distinctive pieces 
now on display. 








C. 6. NEW MODE 

in ar- FURNITURE COMPANY CHARLES H. BECKLEY 

wards 210 EAST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 

O say Manufacturers of SHOWROOM & FACTORY—305 EAST 47th ST 

ity is MODERN FURNITURE NEW YORK, NY. TELEPHONE PLAZA 3-1190 
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SIH EENTEX 





SPRING IS HERE! 
VERYWHERE Sheentex swatch books 
are working overtime today. A super- 
quality pyroxylin coated fabric that’s water- 


proof, washable, won’t crock or peel, 
Sheentex pleases porch, garden and terrace 
furniture designers by offering a wider 
range of fast, uniform colors, making 
possible strikingly beautiful combinations. 
It pleases manufacturers with orders piling 
up, because large stocks on hand assure 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERIES to fill every 
need, 

Send TODAY for details and FREE swatch book! 


ASHER & BORETZ, INC. 


COATED TEXTILES 


Dept. B. 900 Broadway New York City 











CUSTOM-MADE FURNITURE 











A Maidhu burl 
vanity showing 
Chinese influence. 


SEMINOLE 
FURNITURE SHOPS, Inc. 


DETROIT CABINET CO. 
444 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 


FACTORY: CHICAGO, ILL. 
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a fine thing but that there must be 
a reason for it. The function of the 
architect and designer should be, 
apart from technical knowledge, not 
that of a man of taste, but an in. 
terpreter of social life. 

The book, which contains 480 black 
and white illustrations and 8 mounted 
plates in color, covers first the ex. 
terior of the house, and then the in- 
terior, taking up the individual rooms 
and the various decorative elements, 
It is obtainable from The Studio 
Publications, Inc., for $4.50. 


Woven Textiles 


(Continued from page 34) 


in the XVIII Century brocades, when 
the more natural representation of 
flower and vine attracted the artist. 
Again notice the undulating vine, 
another important motif absorbed 
from the XIV Century Chinese silks 
into Italian patterns. Its lotue-like 
blossoms are restless in arrangement, 
vigorously curving from the stem. 
Its adaptation in Renaissance velvets 
is richer and larger, only to be sub- 
merged by the late XVI Century 
dress requirements for small designs. 
It reappears again, however, in the 
French silks of the XVIII Century. 
As the court of Louis XIV domi- 
nated XVII Century politics and 
fashion, Lyons became the center of 
the silk industry. The designers of 
the French baroque, imbued with 
Renaissance traditions of balance, 
symmetry, and the pompous formal- 
ity of Louis’s court created those 
large patterned damasks, brocatelles, 
velvets and -brocaded silks where 
bloomed flowers larger than nature 
and twice as gaudy! Such is the 
Louis XV damask of the early XVIII 
Century illustrated in the center of 
page 34. The symmetrical curves 
and naturalistic floral motifs show 
the prevailing trend of the time. 
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GARDEN FURNITURE 
Styled for the Dictate 


Exclusive designs which are the 
result of exacting study in 
meeting the needs of the 
decorators. 


Our Illustrated Catalog is now 
available for your use. Write 
for your copy. 


EXCELSION “ame 


A @ 3 - oe ae ee LAMPS 


MANUFACTURERS AND Bilt ANDIRONS 
20 WEST 27th ST. MuUPrray Hill 4-5376 NEW YORK 
F. C. TUSKA, 833 Market St., San Francisco, Cal., Western Rep. 
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MODEL ROOMS 


featuring 
18th Century English 
and 


Advanced Modern 
ee 

















The Ohh cniciialin a Sf getter 


Cordially invites Dealers, Decorators and 
their clients to view the ultimate in fine 
furniture—reasonably priced! 


MARIE LAURENCIN “Young Girl with Guitar” 
Signed Proof 


INTERESTING MODERNS 





« Madeline Luka ; 
ALBERT M. EISENBERG, Inc. Pascin a (RIL) 
Ae ee OS ee ee RUDOLF LESCH FINE ARTS, Inc. 


PORE Se aia 225 Fifth Avenue, New York 











61 











The Interior Decorator 








W EpGwoon CHINA BASES 


the hallmark of quality and 
refined taste. In a varied 
selection of lamps with har-. 
monizing shades. 


Sold Exclusively By 
MURRAY M. HARVEY 


6 EAST 39TH ST. NEW YORK 














xperl 
DRY CLEANING 


We specialize in the hand- 


ling of all types of fine 
and exclusive materials in- 
cluding lace curtains, tapes- 
tries, draperies and bedsets, 
cushions, lampshades, rugs, 
and upholstered furniture. 


* 
MME. M. MOUTENOT 


French Cleaner 


39 East 47th St., New York City 
Phone VO 5-1152 
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But once again an invasion from 
the East enlivened European taste, 
once more the art of China, redis- 
covered by XVII Century Europe, 
became in the XVIII Century a main. 
spring of fresh design. This in- 
fluence combined with the Rococo 
produced for a brief period one of 
those moments when design forsakes 
the obvious expression of balance 
and abhorring the straight line plays 
with curve balanced against curve, 
seeking in rock and shell and wave 
and curving stem material for its 
phantasy. A brocaded ribbed silk in 
this feeling is illustrated at the right 
on page 34. It emphasizes the free- 
dom of the undulating curves of the 
Rococo period. 


This was the high period of textile 
design. The great skill of French 
weavers produced a variety of silks 
brocaded with color, silver and gold, 
in which the curving stem was favor- 
ite, and to which often was added an- 
other curve of floating lace or ribbon. 
The gaiety, vigor and naturalness of 
the Louis XV textile designs, the free 
and satisfying play of line over the 
field of the cloth are all familiar. 
Soon, however, this brief freedom 
was in bond to another age of defer- 
ence to symmetry and balance. The 
excavations at Pompeii in 1750 intro- 
duced another wave of Classical Re- 
vival. Once again in silk hangings of 
the late XVIII Century we see a 
somewhat mincing variety of famil- 
iar Renaissance m oti f s:—Amorini 
neatly paired on either side of a 
vase, the evenly balanced swags and 
so on. The accent of the perpendic- 
ular, in stripes and neat ascensions 
of tiny flowers replace the rich 
stems of the previous decade. It 
is to be added that the economic 
stringency of the French Revolution 
encouraged simplicity of pattern and 
a thinning of silk into the frail taf- 
fetas of fashion. An unusually good 
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It will be profitable to you to see our special series of Bed Room, Dining Room 
and Living Room groups each month from the Berkey & Gay and Landstrom Lines. 


VANLEIGH FURNITURE CO.,_ INC. 
FACTORY DISTRIBUTORS 

115 West 40TH STREET :: NEW YORK 

LACKAWANNA 4-1900 OPEN THURS. TILL 9 P.M. 














A SUPERIOR PRODUCT 


for 
SUPERIOR CLIENTELE 


Our intimate knowledge of deco- 
rators’ requirements is based on long 
and practical experience in serving 
the trade. When your decorative 
scheme demands the finest in quality 
and workmanship, call on us for your 


Custom Built 
VENETIAN BLINDS 


SPECIAL FEATURES 


. Special pickled pine or paint colors 
matching decorative schemes. 


Our SUPER-CRAFTSMAN line in- 
cludes many traditional pieces manu- 
factured on specifications dictated 


by forty-four years of manufacturing : Finished in _enamel—not lacquered 
experience. to resist peeling and wear. 


. Noiseless werm gear tilts. 


COLUMBIA & MYERS TOWN-COUNTRY 
UPHOLSTERING CO., INC. VENETIAN BLINDS 


Boston Leaders in Upholstered Furniture 
since 1892 Office and Factory 449-451 W. 42nd St., N.Y.C. 


54 CANAL ST. BOSTON, MASS. MEdallion 3-3120-21 
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The “GOULD” 


PERFECTED CUT-TO-MEASURE 


TRAVERSE TRACK 


(Patented) 


Ne 1200 Gaapere Olesk 
Designed primarily for the decorative 
trade, this patented traverse track is ex- 
ceptionally smooth of operation, depend- 
able and trouble free. Write for infor- 
mation and descriptive circular on this 
and other items including a complete dis- 
play of cranes, tie-backs, holdbacks, rods, 
cornices, etc. 


The Gould. Merserean. Co; Inc. 


189 —— AVE., NEW YORK 
FACTORY—L. 1. City BOSTON—19 Columbia St. 


Ne. 1219 Heading Hook 














QUALITY 
FURNITURE FRAMES 


A complete stock of fine frames 


of all periods. 
Catalog supplied on request. 


THE ZANGERLE 
& PETERSON CO. 


2164 CLYBOURN AVE. CHICAGO, ILL. 











example of a Louis XVI brocaded 
taffeta is illustrated at the left of 
page 34. The small delicate motifs 
and perpendicular design are chars 
acteristic of this era. 4 

After the Empire and the inven. 
tion of the Jacquard loom came a 
period of confused Romantic revi- 
vals. That particularly long XIX” 
Century seems to have witnessed Me 
series of them. Surely, with 
strength of the movement a great 
freshness, and energy should appear 
in textile design. We are, perhaps, 
like the XIV Century Italians or the” 
Frenchmen of the Rococo, for a mo 
ment in one of those periods when 
man’s originality, seething energy 
and inspiration from another race or 
age produces a new art. 


Printed Textiles 
(Continued from page 35) 


living tree design. This type of print- 
ing was outlined in black»with hand 
blocks while the color was painted 
in after. A section of a Palampore 
with a typical “Tree of Life” design 
having animals and flowers, is illus- 
trated on page 35. 

Europe became acquainted with 
this type of decorative fabric at the 
beginning of the East Indian trade. 
Their popularity became so great 
that the guild weavers fought their 
importation. It was not long, how- 
ever, before Europe was turning out 
similar types of hand blocked or 
painted materials. 

The most famous designer of this 
type of fabric in the Occident was 
Oberkampf. .His renowned toiles de 
Jouy prints were usually done in one 
color although there are some poly- 
chrome patterns in existence. His 
success under Louis XVI and the 
Napoleonic period is due to the fact 
that he was capable of reflecting the 
popular style trends in the most ar- 
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Criterion Photocraft Co., Ine. 
385 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 


* 
SPECIALIZING 
|IN = PHOTOGRAPHING 
FABRICS, FURNITURE 
RUGS, ACCESSORIES 

INTERIORS 

® 
CFFICIAL PHOTOGRA- 
PHERS FOR ALL 
CLIFFORD & LAWTON 
PUBLICATIONS 


Telephone: PLaza 


3-2518-9 











GLASS CURTAINING 
my MATERIALS 
CASEMENT CLOTHS 
LACE CURTAINS AND 
PANELS 


E. C. CARTER & SON 


49 EAST 53rd ST., NEW YORK 
BOSTON CHICAGO 
420 Boylston St. 180! Hayworth Bidg.. 
LOS ANGELES, 816 S. Figueroa St. 














FLOOR COVERINGS 


of every description 


Phy, 
1984 f + 1937 
, “ec 


PERSIAN RUG MANUFACTORY 


2 WEST 45th STREET, NEW YORK 


816 S. Figueroa St. Los Angeles, Calif. 








tistic manner. 


Illustrated on upper right of page 
35 is one of the first Oberkampf 
prints, called “Le Petit Buveur.” The 
design has a dotted background, char. 
acteristic of this early work, while 
the lacy graceful pattern is typical of 
this artist’s superb draftsmanship. 


Although vegetable dyes were used 
in the early prints of Europe and 
Asia the effect was much more col- 
orful than generally understood. The 
fading through exposure and con- 
tinual washing has grayed the colors 
many shades below their original 
tone. Only protected remnants show 
how colorful these old printed mate- 
rials really were. The mellowing of 
age may add to the softening of tone 
but give little idea to what cheer- 
ful gay note these antique prints in- 
troduced in the decorative scheme. 


Many of the colors were not avail- 
able for printing and had to be paint- 
ed in by hand. This is true of green 
as it was not until 1809 that a green 
ink for printing was invented. Con- 
sequently, any fabric where the green 
appears to be hand blocked or print- 
ed cannot pre-date this period. 


Reserve or resist dyeing is a less 
popular type of fabric decoration 
which also comes from the Orient. 
The resist is usually a wax although 
at times a clay or mud was used. 


It was on the Island of Java that the 
most outstanding resist dyeing called 
“hatiks” was developed. Using natur- 
al vegetable dyes and depending on 
native inspiration, these batiks have 
won the admiration of our more 80- 
phisticated , civilization. As _ their 
production was limited to the whims 
of the native artist they are compara 
tively scarce, which greatly enhances 
their value. A _ typical Javanese 
batik with a design of butterflies and 
plant life is shown at the top left of 
page 35. 


In 
ing aj 
their 
lectio 
one t 
quent 
mate} 
print 

Bes 
many 
it is | 
decor 
The f 
the c 
pets 1 
oring 
decor 

It 
decor 
ders 
blend 
mente 
part ¢ 
that 
needs 
“coop 
terme 


Lione 
home 
broth 
doing 
the tr 
The I 
same 
ing ta 





The Interior Decorator 


Fact and Comment 
(Continued from page 17) 


In many cases they are also carry- 
ing appropriate trimmings to go with 
their fabrics. Furthermore, the se- 
lections of fabrics are closely related 
one to the other. For example, fre- 
quently there are available plain 
materials in the ground color of 
printed fabrics. 


Because of the close harmony in 
many wall paper and fabric designs 
it is not infrequent to see these two 
decorative items displayed together. 
The floor covering houses have taken 
the cue and now offer rugs and car- 
pets that in design, texture, and col- 
oring harmonize closely with other 
decorative furnishings. 


It is no longer necessary for the 
decorator to depend on special or- 
ders for procuring just the correct 
blend and contrast in decorative treat- 
ments. Clever merchandising on the 
part of the supply house has obviated 
that necessity in anticipating the 
needs of the decorative trade by this 
“cooperative” styling as it may be 
termed. 

The decorators themselves, how- 
ever, have in large measure been re- 
sponsible for this “cooperative” styl- 
ing. It was they who through con- 
stant demands, have educated the 
manufacturers to the understanding 
their requirements for ensemble sell- 


ing. 
Lionel F. Heading 


THE vice-president of Headings, Inc., 
Lionel F. Heading, passed away at his 
home on March 2nd. He and his 
brother, Frank B. Heading, had been 
doing hand-printing on textiles for 
the trade for the past seventeen years. 
The business will continue under the 
same firm name with Frank B. Head- 
ing taking full charge of the business. 














John P. Maguire & Company 
Factors 


CAPITAL $3,500,000 


An organization offering re- 
sponsible manufacturers, a 
highly specialized financial 
service, including check- 
ing of credits, assuming of 
credit risks and cashing of 
sales. 


CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 


John P. Maguire & Company 


370 FOURTH AVE. : NEW YORK LIFE BLDG. 
ASHLAND 4-414! 
NEW YORK CITY 
Southern Representative 
TAYLOR R. DURHAM 


First National Building, 
Charlotte, N. C. 




















Importers and Makers of Fine Furniture 


French, [Italian and English 
Furniture Frames carried in stock 


Write for catalogue 


bid 


Leopold Colombo x Bro. 
Unporters and Makers of “Tune Durriture 
212 EAST 37th ST., NEW YORK 
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1937 Sample Books featuring Slip Cover and 
Spring Decorative Fabrics ready for distribu- 
tion. Write immediately, 

Cut Order Dept. 


WASONS 
DISTRIBUTORS OF 
WASONIA FABRICS 
27 EAST 22nd ST. NEW YORK 
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Send for Free Samples of 


MEYER 
UPHOLSTERY THREADS 


ALL SIZES ALL COLORS 


For Upholstery, Shades, 
Draperies and Carpets. 





JOHN C. MEYER THREAD CO. 
LOWELL, MASS., U. S. A. 
“The Home of Better Threads” 

















For rich texture appeal .... 


ASTRAKHAN 
RUGS 


in a large selection of colors, 
and special colors to order. 


SULLIVAN CARPET CO. 
330 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 


or see your wholesale carpet dealer 











IF YOU NEED BOOKS ON ANY 
DECORATIVE SUBJECT OUR 
BOOK DEPARTMENT CAN AS- 
SIST YOU. WRITE US. 


CLIFFORD & LAWTON, Inc. 
373 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. 
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(Continued from page 31) 


turned iron founder, has done out- 
standing work, designing cast iron 
furniture of a character to win the 
admiration of lovers of fine period 
furnishings. A typical chair designed 
by Mr. Hauser is shown in a photo- 
graph on page 28. This design and 
others by Mr. Hauser harmonize with 
architecture and interior treatments 
of Georgian, Regency and Federal 
character and with the Directoire 
style as well, because they are in the 
Neo-Classic feeling which pervades 
the work of the latter part of the 
XVIII Century and the earlier years 
of the XIX Century. These traditions 
are given a fresh interpretation in 
this furniture, in keeping with the 
present demand for a modern note in 
period design. The finishes are also 
in excellent taste, a Pompeiian verde 
antique, a dark green that recalls the 
bronzes from Herculaneum and a 
Pompeiian red, all characteristic 
metal colors, to which are given a 
frosty gleam of gold that accentuates 
the high lights, increasing the effeet- 
iveness of the sensitive modelling of 
the ornamentation. 


The same desire to enjoy as much 
of the out of doors as possible which 
is leading to a more extensive use of 
furnished terraces and other outdoor 
spaces, is at the back of the popular- 
ity of the sun room, solarium or log- 
gia which can be enclosed for the fall 
and winter months while a wide view 
and plenty of sunshine are obtained 
through large glass areas. 


The furnishing of sun rooms, nat- 
urally follows very much the same 
basic principles as the furnishing of 
terraces and the more important gar- 
den shelters. 

Green growing things, bringing 
something of the out of doors, have 
always been recognized as desirable 
in rooms of this kind, but the results 
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have rarely been satisfactory. It 
seems that the difficulties in this re- 
spect are not insurmountable to one 
who knows about those things. 
Mary Louise Coleman, interior deco- 
rator and garden consultant, who has 
made a special study of the matter, 
assured the writer recently that plants 
will thrive in such rooms and that 
the rooms need not have the steamy, 
over-heated greenhouse atmosphere. 

If plants are selected that do well 
at a temperature and with a degree 
of humidity that is agreeable to peo- 
ple and if certain other conditions 
are met, the room may be made even 
more livable by their presence. Mrs. 
Coleman, who spent several years in 
China as an assistant to the distin- 
guished American architect, Mr. Mur- 
phy, has adapted some very interest- 
ing fine old Chinese ceramics and 
metal work as wall fountains and sun- 
dials for terraces and other garden 
treatments. 

So, with the excellent variety of 
outdoor furniture available; the 
smart rugs; the bronze, lead and 
other figures, the sun dials and the 
ceramics as points of accent; and 
growing things to make the sun room 
a year-around joy, a very attractive 
and wide field reserving of increased 
consideration on the part of interior 
decorators is opened. 


Solving Some Decorative Problems 
(Continued from page 20) 


distort an ordinary decorative scheme. 

On page 18 is illustrated a foyer 
however that has been cleverly con- 
verted into a powder and cloak room. 
As this “withdrawing room” was to 
be used by guests and mostly at night 
it was important to make it as stimu- 
lating and sparkling as possible. A 
luxurious effect is obtained by cover- 
ing the walls in silver paper which 
forms a shimmering contrast to the 











Decorators need to know the latest 
trends and interests in antiques 


AMERICAN COLLECTOR 


has all this spot news as. well as 
feature articles that are mines of 
accurate information humanly pre- 


sented. B 
READ 
AMERICAN COLLECTOR 
REGULARLY 


for its news and features. They are 
worth money to you. 
American Co.ector is beautifully 
illustrated, Yearly subscription $3.00; 
Special Summer offer, 5 months 
$1.00. 

. 


THOMAS H. ORMSBEE, Editor 


AMERICAN COLLECTOR 


Dept. 20, 419 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
(If you would like to see a sample copy send 25c) 
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New Spring 
DECORATIVE FABRICS 


Write immediately for sample books of this 
mew and exclusive line-of Spring fabrics for 
draperies, curtains, slip covers and upholstery. 
pot cee Dept. ready to serve you from 
stock. 


ERBUN FABRICS CORP. 








19 EAST 21ST ST. 
NEW YORK 
Algonquin 4-1190-1-2 
“If It’s New — Look to 
Erbun” 
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PERIOD FURNISHINGS 
Amended & Enlarged Edition 
By C. R. Ciirrorp 


The experience and study of a lifetime are crystallized in this vol- 
ume. A complete and comprehensive reference book of the design 
periods, from Early Egyptian down to and including Art Moderne. 


It expounds causes and tendencies, with appropriate emphasis on 
the historical influences which helped to create the various periods. 
Its illustrations include numerous examples of the various forms and 
motifs characteristic of the periods. 


The book is rich in chronological tables, charts and biographical 
notes. The author was the Managing Editor of Clifford & Lawton 
decorative publications for over forty years. He spent forty years 
in close study of the periods. 


The price of this book, bound in imitation leather, size 9 x 12, 
with 246 pages, is 


$10.00 


Published by CLIFFORD & LAWTON, Inc. Established 1888 


373 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Headquarters for Technical Books of Authority 
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deep blue carpet. Two graceful 
deer in lighter shades of silver, ac- 
cented by gold markings form a strik- 
ing decoration on either side of the 
generous oval mirror. To reduce the 
great ceiling height, without the ex- 
pense of a false ceiling, a wavy line 
in gold and silver is applied a little 
above the door height which arrests 
the eye making the intervening space 
less apparent. 


An unusually attractive powder ta- 
ble, occupying a minimum of space, 
is executed in form of a mirror shelf 
banded by satin finished chromium. 
A decorative smaller box, following 
the outlines of the shelf, is done with 
a blue mirror top and sides of alter- 
nating facets in blue and clear mirror 
and conceals a drawer for comb and 
powder. Light blue damask with a 
silver gray pattern covers the chrom- 
ium bench and blends attractively 
into the whole scheme. 

A practical feature which has not 
been overlooked is the provision of a 
rack for evening wraps and coats. In 
contrast to most such appointments, 
which take up a lot of space and are 
apt to look unattractive, this one is 
flat against the wall, and when not in 
use, the hooks fold in so they form a 
design resembling decorative, chrom- 
ium bars of gay music. 


SPECIAL NOTICES 


Advertisements under this heading—HELP 
WANTED, POSITION WANTED, Sc a 
word, minimum charge $1.00; FOR RENT, 
10c a word, minimum charge $3 


| $3.00. FOR 
SALE or BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, 


10c a word, minimum $5.00. Advertise- 
ment set in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, 
double above rates)5 BOXED ADVERTIS- 
ING, $10.00 per inch. $17.50 two inches. 
Classified advertisements payable in advance. 





FOR RENT: Established manufacturer of a cus- 
tcm built line of upholstered furniture who 
caters to decorators, dealers and stores, wishes to 
sublet a portion of their showroom and office space, 
centrally located in New York City, to a manu- 
facturer, dealer or jobber in a kindred line. Address 
Reputable” care INTERIOR DECORATOR. 
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MERCERIZED 
COTTON 
THREAD 


Economical and adapt- 
able sewing thread for 


DRAPERIES. Used on 
Silk, Cotton and other 
Fabrics. 


Complete line of all 
shades in stock. 
Send for color card and 
prices. 


HENRY MYER 


THREAD MFG. CO. 


319 W. Van Buren St. 
Chicago, Ill. 








Progressive M ores 


Dyeing and Moireing of 


UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 
FABRICS 


Special Moire Designs and Patterns 
PROGRESSIVE SILK FINISHING CO. 
Specialists in Moires 
614-632 Clinton St., Hoboken, N. J. 
Phone: Hoboken 3-0771-0772-0773-0774 
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